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STATEMENT BY SAMDECH AKKA MOHA PONHEA CHAKREI HENG SAMRIN

· PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF 

· THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA



· Your Excellency Dr. Marzuki Alie, President of AIPA, President of the Indonesian House of Representatives
· Honorable Speakers of the Houses of Representatives of AIPA Member Countries 
· Distinguished Delegates, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
          On behalf of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia, I would like to express my sincere thanks and great pleasure for the warm welcome and great hospitality extended to the Cambodian Parliamentary Delegation attending the 33rd AIPA General Assembly, under the Theme: Strengthening the Parliamentary Roles towards ASEAN Community 2015, held from 16th to 22nd September 2012, in the beautiful and historic city of Lambok, Republic of Indonesia. 
 
Regarding the Agenda Items of the 33rd AIPA General Assembly, I wish to share some of my points of views on the topics of today’s meeting, as follows:  

As you all may realize, the existence of parliaments stem from elections in which their members are elected by citizens.  Therefore they are very important organs that represent the voice of the people, to bring forward the common goals of the people and to take into account and to seek agreed upon solutions to promote human rights, and democracy, as well as to strengthen peace, stability and prosperity in our region. We strongly believe in maintaining our initiatives of transforming AIPA into a more effective and closely integrated institution, working side by side with ASEAN and which will spearhead more cohesive implementation of our internal policies and work towards the realization of our common and strong future.     

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen! 


The strengthening power and the functions of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA), are the driving forces that can greatly contribute to accelerating the achievement of establishing the ASEAN Community by 2015. 
To fulfill this important task, we the parliamentarians of the ASEAN Member States must actively carry out our key roles and inalienable rights, such as the right to represent the people, the right to enact laws and ratifications and the right to oversee our respective governments. In addition, we must encourage our governments to strictly implement the legal instruments adopted by ASEAN, including the ASEAN Charter, the Hanoi Action Plan, the Vientiane Action Plan, the Phnom Penh Agenda and the Declaration of the ASEAN Chair recently adopted by the 20th  ASEAN Summit. 
According to the report of the AIPA Caucus, I have noted that the governments of the ASEAN Member States have been actively working towards the goal of establishing an ASEAN Community by 2015, in line with the common goal of AIPA, through adopting a number of resolutions serving the common interests and benefits of the peoples in our region. 

In this regard, I wish to highlight a number of important works that the Royal Government of Cambodia has greatly contributed to, as part of the creation of the ASEAN Community by 2015: 
To promote the respect of human rights, peace, stability, democracy and prosperity in the region through comprehensive political and security cooperation, based on five strategies: 
· Political development 
· Re adjustment and distribution of key legal documents 
· Prevention of conflicts
· Conflict resolution 
· Conflict hindrance and Peace building   
To promote better competition for economic growth. This means introducing important measures that involve ASEAN as a center for production and markets. 
To promote education, culture and natural resources for sustainable development and the ASEAN people-oriented Center, consistent with the strategy of strong support to the ASEAN Community and creating a system that can adequately address poverty, equality in welfare and natural resource management. These resources can help to raise the living standard of the people of the region.      
To expand economic relations with dialogue partners in order to create the ASEAN Common market, which will help  attract more investors to support economic progress, and to strengthen its relations with external partners such as Australia, China, EU, India, Japan, Korea, New Zealand and the USA. 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen! 
          The necessity is to initiate major reforms in enhancing the effectiveness of AIPA towards strengthening both regional and global cooperation. Each AIPA  member country has the right to establish bilateral relations with any other parliament around the world to bring benefits for AIPA. Each member also has the right to exercise its veto over any proposal of any country even if they are a full AIPA member or an AIPA observer country, if the proposal would affect the common interest of AIPA.
Integration is a key to peace and development of ASEAN region 

        Taking this opportunity, I wish to remark with a great pleasure that ASEAN is driving on a long way to overcome common challenges complying with the basic principle of ASEAN such as mutual understanding, neutrality, sovereignty, equity, integrity and identities of ASEAN Nation.
       
We are all aware that strong solidarity is the key driving force which will successfully accomplish our common goal for our peoples. In this regard, we must strengthen the culture of sharing, alongside with minimizing conflicts and maximizing cooperation. This can be done within a framework of trust and mutual understanding, regardless of economic power, size or population. The conflict should be solved peacefully without using threat or armed force. It can be said that we, each representatives of the people, are ready and agree to live together under one common Charter/ Constitution. This is the spirit that reflects the stand of our respective countries and peoples towards strengthening peace, regional
cooperation, and promoting social justice, economic development and human rights. 

       
The 33rd AIPA General Assembly mainly focuses on the priority issues that would serve the common interests for the development of ASEAN nations into one Community and one Destiny.
          Taking this opportunity, I would like to convey my sincere thanks to
 Your Excellency Dr. Marzuki Alie, President of the Indonesian House of Representatives  in  your mandate as President of AIPA, for your effort, activities and the leadership with success.
         Last but not least, I wish to congratulate Dr. Marzuki Alie, President of AIPA, and Speaker of the House of Representatives of Indonesia and all honorable Speakers of the Houses of AIPA Member Countries as well as all Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen with best wishes of health and success in their important mission for the future. 
May the strong bond of solidarity and cooperation between the countries and the peoples of our ASEAN be strengthened and solidified forever. 
Thank you!
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